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Autumn Term Newsletter



A warm welcome back to St Monica's 

Dear Parents and Carers,

It gives me great pleasure to welcome all our children and families back to St Monica's for the new academic year.

A new school year brings new beginnings, new opportunities and new aspirations. Whether your child is joining us for the first time, beginning a new year group or taking their next steps towards secondary school, we want every child to feel that they belong, that they are valued and that they can achieve great things.

At St Monica's, our four core values continue to guide who we are:
FAITH
ASPIRATION
RESILIENCE
RESPECT

These values are not simply words on a page. They shape the way we treat one another, the expectations we have for ourselves and others, and the kind of young people we want our children to become.

This term, our focus will be on building strong foundations for the year ahead — establishing routines, strengthening relationships, setting high expectations and ensuring that every child is ready to learn and flourish.

I am particularly looking forward to working in partnership with you throughout the year.


Mrs Lenka Jallow
Head of School








Settling Back into School
Starting the Year Strong
The first few weeks of term are an important opportunity for children to:
· [image: Back to school 2020: 5 ways to help your child settle in]establish positive routines; 
· build friendships; 
· develop independence; 
· understand expectations; 
· reconnect with their teachers and classmates; 
· develop confidence; 
· prepare themselves for successful learning. 
A special welcome to...
A special welcome to our new children and families. We are delighted to have you join our community and look forward to getting to know you. We hope your time with us will be filled with happy experiences, new friendships, and wonderful opportunities to learn, grow, and thrive together.

Attendance & Punctuality
Every Day Matters
Our attendance goal: 97%+
[image: Southfields Primary School - Attendance]Regular attendance gives children the opportunity to learn, develop friendships, participate in school life and make the most of the opportunities available to them.
This term we are focusing on:
Arrive on time. 
Be ready to learn.
Attend every day unless genuinely unwell.




Attendance Recognition
Throughout the year we will celebrate positive attendance and punctuality in a way that recognises effort, improvement and consistency.
Educational Welfare Officer
A warm welcome to our new EWO, Ms Nikki Saures, who will be supporting us on our journey to improve attendance so our children get the best opportunity to learn and thrive.

Our Catholic Life & Community

Faith at the Heart of St Monica's



[image: St John's Cathedral Catholic Primary School - Catholic Life and Faith in Action]Our Catholic journey this term include:
•	Prayer and Liturgy 
•	Mass 
•	Gospel themes 
•	Religious Education 
•	Harvest 
•	charitable giving 
•	links with the parish 
•	opportunities for service 
•	Catholic Social Teaching 




















A few important reminders for the Autumn Term:
· Children are not permitted to bring smartphones or smartwatches into school
· Breakfast Club runs from 8:30–9:00am 
· After-school enrichment clubs are charged per 6-week block
· Extended Day provision is available
· Class Dojo remains our main communication platform; private messaging is disabled
· Children in Years 1–6 may bring a named pencil case with basic stationery
· The Hoxton Street entrance remains the sole point of entry; gates open at 8:50am


If you wish to discuss your child’s progress or raise a concern, please follow the agreed communication steps:
1. Speak to your child’s class teacher
2. Contact the Phase Leader if needed
· EYFS and KS1: Ms Rodrigues
· KS2: Mr O
3. Arrange a meeting with the Head of School
4. Finally, request a meeting with the Executive Head if necessary
Thank you for your continued support and partnership. Working together ensures that every child feels safe, valued and supported to achieve their best.


A SMALL SCHOOL WHERE BIG THINGS HAPPEN
Together, we are St Monica's
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